
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF WHITEHALL

ORDJNANCE NO. 2594

BILL NO. 71-2005

AN ORDJNANCE AMENDJNG CHAPTER VI, ENTITLED "CONDUCT" OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF WHITEHALL CODE OF ORDJNANCES TO CREATE
SECTION 6 ENTITLED "SEX OFFENDER RESIDENCY PROHmmON;
FJNDJNGS AND JNTENT; PENALTIES AND EXCEPTIONS" PROVIDJNG FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Legislature enacted legislation requiring the registration
of sexual offenders, now referred to as Megan's Law n by the Act of May 10, 2000, P.L. 74, No.
18, as amended 42 Pa. C.S. §§9791-9799.7; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania House Bill No. 1316 was introduced on April 11, 2005,
which amendment provides for limitations on residence for sexually violent predators under
which a sexually violent predator who committed any offense specified in §9795.1 (relating to
registration) of Megan's Law n against a victim who was under fourteen (14) years of age at the
time of the offense may not establish a residence within one and one-half (11/2) miles by the
nearest public highway of any public, private or parochial school that offers instruction on any
level trom kindergarten through elementary school; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to protect children, Title 42, Sections 14071 and 3756 of the
United States Code demonstrates a federal policy to register and monitor the location of certain
sexual offenders and sexual predators; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Whitehall is concerned
about convicted sexual offenders and sexual predators who are released from custody and repeat
the unlawful acts for which they had originally been convicted; and

WHEREAS, sexualoffendershavea nationalrecidivismrate of about 700.10overfour (4)
years, compared with a rate of approximately 46% over three (3) years for all felonies in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania has approximately 7,100 registered sex offenders as of
December, 2004, 92 of whom are considered "sexually violent predators" according to Megan's
Law; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners finds that the recidivism rate for released
sexual offenders is alarmingly high, especially for those who commit crimes against children;
and




